
PLACE NAMES OF STORY COUNTY 


George H. Scheetz 

Preface. This is a comprehensive guide to 
Story County's named places and political 
subdivisions, past and present. It includes 
county, townships, precincts, cities, towns, 
villages, hamlets, inhabited locales, rail¬ 
road junctions, and post offices. It ex¬ 
cludes most geographical features and named 
country schools. Each entry provides concise 
origin and meaning of name—if known—and 
other pertinent data, including location, 
plat date, and post office. Additions and 
corrections are welcomed. Key. References, 
in brackets, correspond to the bibliography, 
cf• = compare. co• = county, pet. = pre¬ 

cinct. p.o. = post office. q.v. = which 
see. tp. = township. § = section. 

County 

Story County — For Joseph Story (1779-1845), of 
Massachusetts, jurist and associate justice 
of United States Supreme Court. Allegedly 
named at the insistance of Phineas M. Casady, 
of Fort Des Moines, senator, who was elected 
to the General Assembly in 1848. Established 
13 January 1846, when Iowa was still a terri¬ 
tory. Organized (i.e., first elected county 
officials) 4 April 1853. [Allenl:10,20, 

Goodspeed s101, Payne:12-13] 

Townships s Precincts 

Foreword. Iowa has two types of townships. 
Civil townships are minor political subdivi- 














sions of counties. Story County's civil townships 
exactly correspond to the boundaries of its con¬ 
gressional (or geographical) townships, which are 
square—six miles on each side—with boundary lines 
tied into a system of public-land survey coordi¬ 
nates called principal meridians (running north- 
south) and base lines (running east-west). Each 
congressional township is designated by the number 
of townships north or south of the base line and 
ranges east or west of the principal meridian it is 
located; e.g., Township 84 North and Range 24 West 
of the 5th Principal Meridian (T.84.N./R.24.W.), 
which corresponds to Franklin Tp. Iowa is one of 13 
states which have named civil townships. 

Collins Township — Perhaps for Rev. John Collins, of 
Ohio, "renowned for his oratorical powers." Organ¬ 
ized 1857. [Allenl:280] 

Dayton Township — Name originally proposed for Lin¬ 
coln Tp. [q*v.], in 1866. Cf• town of Dayton. 
[Grimm:9-10, SC2] 

Franklin Township — For Benjamin Franklin (1706- 
1790), American statesman, scientist, and philoso¬ 
pher. Organized 1854. [Allenl:192] 

Grant Township — For Ulysses Simpson Grant (1822— 
1885), lieutenant general commanding all United 
States armies during Civil War, and 18th president. 
Organized 1867. [Allenl:223] 

Howard Township — Allegedly (1) for Gen. Oliver Otis 
Howard (1830-1909), American army officer during 
Civil War, and founder of Howard University. Be¬ 
cause township was named prior to war, it seems 
more likely that it was named either (2) for Howard 
Co., Iowa, which was named for Tilghman Ashurst 
Howard (1797-1844), United States representative 
from Indiana and Texas patriot, or (3) for Benjamin 
Howard (1760-1814), Kentucky legislator. United 
States representative, and, later, governor of 
Louisiana Territory. Organized 1859. [Allenl:180 
(as "W. 0. Howard"), Harder:241-242] 

Indian Creek Township — For its longest stream of 
water, Indian Creek. Cf. Indian Pet. Organized 


1853. [Allenl:269] 


Indian Precinct — For Indian Creek, the site of many 
early eastern Story Co. settlements. One of two 
election precincts, with Story Pet. [q.v.], which 
preceded the formation of civil townships. Also as 
"Indian Creek Pet." Cf. Indian Creek Tp. Estab¬ 
lished 1853. [Allenl:20,53, Goodspeed:137-138] 

Lafayette Township — For Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch 
Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette (1757- 
1834), French statesman and officer, who aided 
United States during Revolutionary War. Also as 
"LaFayette" and "La Fayette." Organized 1854. 
[Allenl:184] 

Lincoln Township — For Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), 
16th president. See also Dayton Tp. Organized 
1866. [Allenl:169 (as organized 1867), SC2] 

Milford Township — Uncertain. Perhaps for Milford, 
Hampshire, England, or for a town of the same name 
in Connecticut, New Hampshire, Ohio, or Pennsylva¬ 
nia. Organized 1858. [Allenl:197, Harder:342] 

Nevada Township — <neh vay'duh> For Sierra Nevada 
mountains. Nevada is Spanish for "snow clad" or 
"snowy land." Named, with the town of Nevada, by 
Joseph M. Thrift, of Boone Co., one of three com¬ 
missioners appointed by the State Legislature "for 
the purpose of locating the county seat for Story 
County." Thrift had been a •49er, and was so 
attached to the Sierra Nevada mountains that he 
named one of his daughters Sierra Nevada Thrift. 
The state of Nevada came later. Organized 1853. 
[Allenl:8-9,211, Goodspeed:131-32,192, Stennett] 

New Albany Township — For town of New Albany [q.v.]. 
Organized 1858. [Allenl:205] 

Palestine Township — For town of Palestine [q.v.]. 
Organized 1858. [Allenl:246] 

Richland Township — Descriptive of quality of soil, 
i.e., for its beautiful rich land . A not uncommon 
name. Organized 1872. [Allenl:200] 





Sherman Township — For William Tecumseh Sherman 
(1820-1891), American army commander, who served 
during Civil War. Organized 1867. [Allen1:203] 

Skunk River Precinct — For Skunk River, which tra¬ 
verses Story Co., and the site of many of its early 
western settlements. Probably less official name 
for Story Pet. [q.v.]. River's name is either (1) 
derived from Algonquian checauque , meaning "a rank, 
offensive odor, as of onionsor (2) from the 
large number of skunks living along its banks. 
Early names included Polecat, Bete Puante (Stinking 
Beast), Chacagua, and Shecaqua. The Sauk, Fox, and 
Kickapoo shekagua is translated "place of the 
skunk," and is the origin of the name Chicago. 
Established 1853. [Allen1:189 (as "Chicaqua"), 

Goodspeed:137-138,206 (as "Chicauqua"), Petersen: 
160-61;342-43] 

Story Precinct — For the county [q.v.]. One of two 
election precincts, with Indian Pet. [q.v.], which 
preceded the formation of civil townships. Com¬ 
prised the western part of Story Co. Also called 
Skunk River Pet. [q.v.]. Established 1853. [Al- 
lenl:20,53, Goodspeed:137-138] 

Union Township — A common and favorite patriotic 
name, often for the American union of states. Or¬ 
ganized 1855. [Allen1:252] 

Warren Township — For Joseph Warren Maxwell, then 
chairman of the Story Co. Board of Supervisors. 
Cf. Maxwell. Organized 1872. [Allen1:177, SC2] 

Washington Township — For George Washington (1732— 
1799), 1st president. Organized 1854. [Allenl: 
227] 


Cities : Towns : Villages : Post Offices 


Agricultural College P.0. — For Iowa Agricultural 
College and Model Farm (now Iowa State University). 
P.0. 12 September 1889 to 31 May 1895. Washington 

Tp. [IPHS, Ramsey] 

Ames — For Oakes Ames (1804-1873), of Massachusetts, 
manufacturer, financier, and United States repre- 





sentative* Named by John I* Blair, of the Cedar 
Rapids and Missouri River Rail Road and Iowa Land 
Company, to immortalize his friend* Cynthia 0* 
Duff, who helped Blair acquire the land for the 
railway, suggested the name Onondaga [q*v*]* 
Blair, as a courtesy to Duff, named the main street 
in the newly platted town Onondaga Street (changed 
to Main Street circa 1910)* Duff Street (now Ave¬ 
nue) was named in her honor, and Kellogg Street 
(now Avenue) was Duff's maiden name* Platted 17 
December 1864* P*0* 15 January 1866 to present 

(formerly College Farm)* Washington and Franklin 
Tps* [ACH:39, Goodspeed:210, IPHS, Stennett] 

Ames Station — Synonymous with Ames [q*v*], because 
of railroad depot* Washington Tp* [ISG:350] 

Ashurst — Name combining the name of a railroad offi¬ 
cial, Ash, with that of a landowner, Charles Hurst* 
Railroad name for Zearing [q*v*]. Also as "Ash¬ 
hurst*" Lincoln Tp* [Allen1:169 (as "Ashhurst"), 
Mills (as "Ashhurst”), Mott5] 

Ballard Grove — For brothers Daniel W* and Mormon 
Ballard, perhaps the first settlers in Story Co*, 
on 8 March 1848* (Goodspeed indicates a p*o*, 

which Dilts confirms*) Also as "Ballard's Grove." 
Palestine Tp* [Allen1:38, Dilts (as "Bullard's 
Grove") from Huxley p*m*, Goodspeed:103,126] 

Bloomington — For Bloomington, Illinois, by settlers 
from McLean Co* Probably a descriptive name 

("blooming town")* Laid out in 1857 in NW quarter 
of SE quarter of § 25* P*0* called Camden [q.v*], 

because there was another p*o* called Bloomington 
in Polk Co* (1856-1864)* Franklin Tp* [Good- 
speed: 132, Harder:52, Mott5] 

Boardman [1] — For H* E* J* Boardman, of Marshall¬ 
town* Located in S half of NW quarter of § 27* 

P*0* 21 March 1878 to 2 April 1883* Railroad sta¬ 

tion on the Chicago and North Western Railroad* 
See also McCallsburg* Lafayette Tp* [IPHS, Mott5, 
Ramsey] 

Boardman [2]— See McCallsburg* Warren Tp* 


Bowman*s Crossing — Uncertain# Original name for 
Zumwalt Station [q#v#]# Washington Tp# 

Cambridge — For Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, England, 
by Josiah Chandler# A W# G# Cambridge, who alleg¬ 
edly lived in the area, may have been involved in 
the naming process# If the town had been chris¬ 
tened like its namesake, for a bridge over a river, 
it might have been called Chicauqua (or Skunk) 
Bridge# Cam is Cornish and Welsh, meaning 

'•crooked#*' Laid out in 1856# P#0# 1 April 1856 to 

present# Union Tp# [Allen2:51-52, Goodspeed:206- 
207, IPHS] 

Camden P#0# — Uncertain# Possibly for one of many 
places of the same name found in at least ten other 
states, many of which were named for Sir Charles 
Pratt, 1st Earl of Camden (1714-1744), English 
statesman and jurist# P#0# 19 June 1858 to 15 July 
1867# See also Bloomington# Franklin Tp# [Har¬ 
der: 77, IPHS, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Colbyville — For Ole A# Colby, postmaster# Located 
in NW quarter of NW quarter of § 26# P#0# 16 May 

1871 to 12 April 1875# Palestine Tp# [Coltonl, 
Mott5, Ramsey] 

College Farm — For Iowa Agricultural College and 
Model Farm (now Iowa State University)# P#0# 23 

April 1862 to 15 January 1866 (changed to Ames), 
and located at Farm House (built in I860)* Wash¬ 
ington Tp# [ACH:39, Coltonl, Goodspeed:214, IPHS, 

Mott5, Ramsey] 

Collegeton — For Iowa Agricultural College and Model 
Farm (now Iowa State University)—"college town#" 
Laid out in 1863, in NW quarter of NE quarter of § 
9, south of IAC, in hopes of attracting railway 
station, which went to Ames# Town never developed# 
Washington Tp# [Allen1:235, Mott5] 

Collins — For Collins Tp# [q#v#]# Laid out by Milwau¬ 
kee Land Company in 1882. P#0# 9 December 1881 to 

present (formerly Collins Centre). Collins Tp# 
[Goodspeed:217, IPHS, SC] 


Collins Centre (or Center) P#0# — For its location in 


center of Collins Township [q.v.]. P.0. 20 January 

1879 to 9 December 1881 (changed to Collins). Col¬ 
lins Tp. [Goodspeed:217, IPHS, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Colo — Allegedly named by John I. Blair [cf. Ames] 
either (1) from a child's pronunciation of Carlo, 
the name of a favorite dog belonging to owner of 
land on which station was located; or (2) for 
Blair's pet dog, Colo, crushed by a construction 
train at this spot. Colton's map, however, shows 
Colo in 1862, preceding Blair's arrival. First 
railway station in Story County. Laid out in 1865. 
P.0. 18 May 1864 to present. New Albany Tp. [Col¬ 
ton 1 , DMR, Goodspeed:214 (2), IPHS, Stennett (1)] 

Cushman — Uncertain. Probably for Cushman-Wilson Oil 
Co. (Des Moines), which operated in Midvale [q.v.]. 
No doubt the map-maker mistook a Cushman sign for 
the town's name. Shown just east of Midvale's 
proper location. Palestine Tp. [Premier] 

Dayton — Uncertain. Possibly for Dayton, Ohio, which 
was named for Jonathan Dayton (1760-1824), soldier 
and statesman, and one of original proprietors of 
lands in Ohio territorial area. Laid out in 1854, 
in NW quarter of § 9, but little improvement was 
made there. Cf. Dayton Tp. Indian Creek Tp. [Al- 
lenl:276, Harder:137, Mott5] 

Defiance — Allegedly as a challenge to any competi¬ 
tion, by Anderson Deters, founder. Laid out in 
1856, in N half of § 36. Collins Tp. [Chapman, 
Goodspeed:111, Mott5] 

Des Moines Junction — Railroad designation. Origi¬ 
nally the junction, in center of § 11, where Fort 
Dodge, Des Moines & Southern Railway met Newton & 
North Western Railway, and turned S to Des Moines. 
Fort Dodge line completed in fall 1906, and later 
ran parallel to Route 69. Station and hamlet later 
called Midvale [q.v.]. See also Cushman. Pales¬ 
tine Tp. [CERA:100, Kenyon:38, Midland:35] 

Elwell — Uncertain. Laid out in 1882 by Robert Rich¬ 
ardson, but not recorded until December 1886. Lo- 
cated in SE quarter of SE quarter of § 25. P.0. 23 

March 1882 to 15 July 1909; reestablished 18 August 





1915 to 30 September 1920. See also Griffithville. 
Union Tp. [Goodspeed:224, IPHS, Ramsey, SC] 

Fairview — Descriptive name, probably for the beauti¬ 
ful, unobstructed view of its location. Laid out 
in 1855 in SW quarter of SE quarter of § 12. P.0, 

called Story City; town later merged with town of 
Story City [q.v.]. Lafayette Tp. [Allen1:189, Good- 
speed: 202, Mott5, SC] 

Fernald — Uncertain. Located in SE quarter of NE 
quarter of § 22. Laid out in 1902 by the Des 
Moines, Iowa Falls & Northern Land and Town Lot 
Company. P.O. 28 February 1903 to 31 May 1955. 
Richland Tp. [IPHS, Ramsey, SC] 

Gilbert — Shortened from Gilbert Station [q.v.]. 

Laid out in 1879. P.O. 23 October 1913 to present 

(formerly Gilbert Station). Franklin Tp. [IPHS] 

Gilbert Station — Either (1) for and by George Gil¬ 
bert, original owner of townsite; or (2) for first 
postmaster, Hezekiah Gilbert. Town laid out in 
1879, as Gilbert [q.v.]. P.O. 3 April 1878 to 23 
October 1913 (changed to Gilbert). Franklin Tp. 
[Goodspeed:226 (2), IPHS, Ramsey, Stennett:77 (1)] 

Gookin — See McCallsburg. Warren Tp. 

Goshen — <goe*shuhn> Biblical name (cf. Genesis 47: 
27, and Joshua 10:41, 11:16, 15:51). In Genesis, 

usually interpreted as "land of plenty or abun¬ 
dance." Located in NE quarter of § 21. P.O. 28 

September 1854 to 31 August 1858 (changed to Iowa 
Centre). Indian Creek Tp. [Allen1:275, Goodspeed: 
205, Harder:203, IPHS, IDB2:442, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Griffithville — For J. M. Griffith, who owned land 
west of township road (near Elwell), upon which 
this plat was made after the railway arrived. See 
also Elwell. Union Tp. [Goodspeed:224] 

Hubbell — For Frederick M. Hubbell, who, with Jeffer¬ 
son S. Polk, was responsible for building the nar¬ 
row gage railroad between Des Moines and Ames. 
Early name for Kelley [q.v.]. Washington Tp. 
[Brigham:20-24, Stennett:89] 


Huxley — Allegedly named by S. S. Merrill, surveyor 
and president of the Milwaukee Land Company, for 
his uncle, Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-1895), noted 
British biologist and writer. Formerly Ballard 
Grove [q.v.]. Laid out in 1882. P.0. 1 June 1882 

to present. Palestine Tp. [Allen1:251, Dilts from 
Huxley p.m., Goodspeed:220, Huxonian:12, IPHS, SC] 

Iowa Center — For its location at the approximate 
geographic center of the state (State Center, in 
Marshall Co., has the same origin). Once had aspi¬ 
rations for state capital. Laid out in 1855, in NE 
quarter of SE quarter of § 9 and NW quarter of SW 
quarter of § 10. P.O. "Iowa Centre" 31 August 1858 
to 15 August 1913 (formerly Goshen). Spelling 
changed to "Iowa Center" 29 May 1893. Indian Creek 
Tp. [Goodspeed:204-205, IPHS, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Jenks — For a Mr. Jenks, proprietor of townsite. 
Name proposed for Slater [q.v.]. Palestine Tp. 
[Madrid] 

Johnson's Grove — For a grove of trees, named for a 
Mr. Johnson, who settled there in summer of 1853. 
Located in NE quarter of § 14 and/or in § 26. 

Seemingly confused with Johnston Grove [q.v.]. P.O. 
25 September 1877 to 11 June 1880. Also as "John¬ 
sons Grove" and "Johnson Grove." Richland Tp. 
[Allenl:201,388 (also as "Johnson Grove"), Cram (as 
"Johnsons Grove"), Goodspeed:126, IPHS, Mott5, 
Ramsey] 

Johnston Grove — Uncertain. Located, on older maps, 
early in § 22 of Milford Tp., and later in § 26 of 
Richland Tp. Seemingly confused with Johnson's 

Grove [q.v.]. P.O. 29 February 1860 to 28 March 
1864. Also as "Johnstons Grove." Milford and/or 
Richland Tps. [Colton2 (as "Johnstons Grove"), 
Cram (as "Johnstons Grove"), IPHS, ISG:350, John¬ 
son, Ramsey] 

Kelley — For J. T. Kelly (note spelling), original 
owner of townsite. Current spelling devised by 
Post Office Department. Called Hubbell [q.v.] for 
a time, until station established. Laid out in 
1875. P.O. 8 June 1875 to present. Washington and 
Palestine Tps. [Goodspeed:217, IPHS, Stennett:89] 
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Additional Locations 

Andreas, Chapman, Col- 
tonl, Colton2, Cram, 
Johnson, Kenyon, Mid¬ 
land, Mills, Premier, 
Ramsey, SC 
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Latrobe P.O. — For a railway official named Latrobe. 
See also McCallsburg. P.O. 23 February 1882 to 23 
February 1883 (changed to McCallsburg)• Warren Tp. 
[Allen1:177, Mills, Ramsey] 

McCallsburg — For T. C. McCall, of Nevada. When the 
Story County Branch Railway was surveyed in 1881, 
H. E. J. Boardman, of Marshalltown, and McCall 
arranged to lay out a plat. The construction com¬ 
pany called the station Boardman. The proprietors, 
however, decided that one should pay the other 
$50.00 and name it. Boardman suggested his moth¬ 
er's maiden name, Gookin, and McCall chose Sinclair 
for the same reason. Sinclair was selected as more 
euphonious. Meanwhile, the railway company secured 
a p.o. named Latrobe [q.v.]. Sinclair was unac¬ 
ceptable to the Post Office Department, so McCall 
used his own name, thus McCallsburg. P.O. 23 Feb¬ 
ruary to present (formerly Latrobe). Warren Tp. 
[Goodspeed:222, IPHS] 

Maxwell — For Joseph Warren Maxwell, who, with F. M. 
Baldwin, secured the land for the railroad in 1881, 
and who was later the town's first mayor. Cf. 
Warren Tp. P.O. 14 February 1882 to present. In¬ 
dian Creek Tp. [Goodspeed:221-221, IPHS, Max¬ 
well: 2-3] 

Midvale — Uncertain. Located approximately midway 
between Hope and Newton or Fraser and Des Moines on 
Fort Dodge, Des Moines & Southern Railway. "Vale” 
is poetic word for valley. Railroad station and 
hamlet on Route 69, in § 11, at Des Moines Junction 
[q.v.]. Cf. Cushman. Palestine Tp. [CERA:100, 
Kenyon:29] 

Nelson — For Oley Nelson. Name proposed for Slater 
[q.v.]. Nelson encouraged the move from Sheldahl 
to the railroad at Slater. Palestine Tp. [Madrid] 

Nevada — For Sierra Nevada mountains. See Nevada Tp. 
P.O. 14 January 1854 to present. Nevada Tp. 
[IPHS, Stennett:106] 

New Albany — Uncertain. Possibly for Albany, New 
York, which was named for James, Duke of York and 
Albany (1633-1701), later James II of England. 



Laid out in 1855, in W half of SE quarter of § 18* 
New Albany Tp. [Harder:6, Mott5] 

New Philadelphia — Uncertain. Possibly for Philadel¬ 
phia, Pennsylvania, which was named by William Penn 
from Greek word Philadelph ia, meaning "brotherly 
love"; which in turn was probably suggested by the 
ancient city of Philadelphia, in Lydia, in W part 
of Asia Minor (now Turkey), founded ca. 150 B.C. 
by Attalus II (Philadelphus) of Pergamum, and men¬ 
tioned in Bible (Revelation 1-3). Name actually 
meant "the city of Philadelphus." Laid out in 1856, 
in W half of SW quarter of NW quarter of § 5 and E 
half of SE quarter of NE quarter of § 6 and N half 
of NE quarter of SE quarter of § 6. Merged with 
Ontario [q.v.] on advent of railroad. P.0. 17 June 
1858 to 16 December 1868 (changed to Ontario). 
Washington Tp. [Goodspeed:206, Harder:423, IPHS, 
Mott5, Ramsey, WNGD:22] 

Onondaga — For Onondaga Co., New York. Name suggest¬ 
ed for Ames [q.v.] by Cynthia O. Duff, in memory of 
her original home. County named for Onondaga tribe 
of Indians, one of the Five Nations of the Iro¬ 
quois. Name means "hill people." Washington Tp. 
[ACH:39, Harder:395] 

Ontario — Named by Hiram Scott, first postmaster and 
owner of the townsite, for Ontario, Richland Co., 
Ohio, where he once lived. Name stems from Lake 
Ontario, and has two principal interpretations: (1) 
derived from Huron yontare , or ontare , "lake" (Iro¬ 
quois oniatare ), with this termination (-io, 
"great"); or (2) derived from Iroquois, Mohawk, or 
Wyandot for "beautiful" or "beautiful lake." Laid 
out in 1869 in SE half of § 31. Town annexed to 
Ames circa 1962. P.0. 16 December 1868 to 6 July 

1951 (formerly New Philadelphia). Franklin Tp. 
[Goodspeed:206, Ramsey, Stennett, Vogel] 

P.L.P.O. — Unverified p.o. Located in SW quarter of 
§ 4, near College Farm. Washington Tp. [Andreas] 

Palestine — For Palestine Congregation of Norwegians, 
"undoubtedly significant as an expression of their 
expectations" of a promised land. A remembrance of 
ancient Palestine, a region on Mediterranean Sea, 







because of its Biblical association# Palestine 
Norwegian Lutheran Church organized in 1856. Town 
laid out in 1857, in SE quarter of SW quarter of § 
14. P.0, called Point Palestine [q.v.], because 

there was another p.o. called Palestine in Johnson 
Co. (1855-1873). Palestine Tp. [Allen1:250, 
Flom:271, Goodspeed:263, IPHS, Mott5, Nelson] 

Pascal — Probably older spelling of Paschal, from St. 
Paul's designation of Christ as "Paschal Lamb" (I 
Corinthians 5:7), now relating to Easter or Pass- 
over. Name proposed for Slater [q.v.]. Palestine 
Tp. [Goodspeed:225, IDB3:662] 

Peoria City — Probably for Peoria, Illinois, which 
was named for Peoria Indians, a tribe of the Illi¬ 
nois confederacy. Meaning of "Peoria" not known, 
although there has been much disagreement on it, 
and numerous fallacious theories have been prof¬ 
fered. Town often called Peoria (one of three Peo- 
rias which existed simultaneously in Iowa). Lo¬ 
cated on county line in § 35, but platted in NE 
quarter of Washington Tp. (Polk Co.). P.O. 8 May 
1856 to 5 April 1883 (Polk Co.). Indian Creek Tp. 
[IPHS, Mott4, Pratt:16, Ramsey, Scheetz, Vogel] 

Point Palestine P.O. — For town of Palestine [q.v.]. 
P.O. 19 August 1861 to 13 October 1869. Andreas 
shows this as "Palestine P.O." in § 14. Located, 

on older maps, early in § 21 and later in § 14. 

Palestine Tp. [Andreas, Chapman, Cram, IPHS, John¬ 
son, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Prairie City — Descriptive name for rolling grassy 
land. Laid out in 1854, in S half of NW quarter of 
§31. Allegedly never had but one house. Milford 
Tp. [Allenl:196, Mott5, SC] 

Roland — For Roland, legendary hero of many feats of 
arms, in oldest and most famous medieval French 
epic poem, "Chanson de Roland" ("Song of Roland"). 
Roland was an historical character, warden of the 
marches of Brittany under Charlemagne. Suggested 
by John Evenson, an early settler, probably for a 
Scandinavian version of song. Andreas locates P.O. 
in § 21• P.O. 4 May 1870 to present. Howard Tp. 
[Andreas, Colton1, Goodspeed:223, IPHS, Harvey:626, 




SCH:4,70] 


Sheffield — Uncertain. Possibly for Nathan N# Shef¬ 
field , who settled in 1854; or, less likely, for 
Sheffield, Yorkshire, England# P#0. 18 December 
1857 to 30 November 1858# Howard Tp# [Allen1:182, 
Coltonl, Goodspeed:126, Harder:506, IPHS, Mott5, 
Ramsey] 

Sheldahl — For (1) Osmund (Osmond) Sheldahl, as Story 
Co# plat shows Osmund and Anna Sheldahl among pro¬ 
prietors of land# Other theories include (2) for 
H# Sheldahl, owner of land; or (3) for and by the 
Rev# D# Kjaldahl, whose name was Anglicized for 
ease of pronunciation and euphony# Laid out in 1874 
in Story Co# Now in three counties (Boone, Polk, 
and Story) and four townships, but the post office 
fluctuated between Story and Polk# P#0. 10 November 
1874 to 7 September 1885 (Story); 7 September 1885 
to 30 December 1891 (Polk); 30 December 1891 to 16 
April 1895 (Story); 16 April 1895 to present 
(Polk)# Palestine Tp# [Goodspeed:216 (2), Huxo- 

nian:7, IPHS, Pratt:7 (3), Ramsey, SC, Stennett:124 
(3)] 

Sheldahl Crossing — For proximity to Sheldahl [q#v#]# 
See Slater# Palestine Tp# [Allenl:249,251, 315, 
Goodspeed:216,225] 

Shipley — Uncertain# Located in SW quarter of SE 
quarter of § 22# Laid out in 1902 by Des Moines, 
Iowa Falls & Northern Land and Town Lot Company# 
P#0# 4 September 1902 to 15 May 1934# Grant Tp# 

[IPHS, Ramsey, SC] 

Sinclair — See McCallsburg# Warren Tp# 

Slater — Allegedly for Michael Slater, owner of town- 
site; else for a Slater who was a friend of Mr# 
Jenks, owner of townsite# Before there was a town, 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St# Paul Railway built a 
depot at railroad crossing, in accordance with 
state law, in summer of 1884# Plat in SE corner of 
junction called Sheldahl Crossing [q#v#]; railroad 
wanted to call it Pascal [q#v#], probably to relate 
it to Palestine Tp# Slater P#0# established in 
1887 at junction# A second plat (or addition) was 


entered as Slater Junction; by then the exodus from 
Sheldahl [q#v#] to the railway was in full swing# 
Name shortened to Slater that summer to encompass 
the entire area# Proposed names included Jenks 
[q.v#] and Nelson [q#v#]# P#0# 25 March 1887 to 

present# Palestine Tp# [Allen1:251, Goodspeed: 
224-225, IPHS, Madrid, Stennett:125] 

Slater Junction — See Slater# Palestine Tp# 

Smayville — For and by William Smay# Pioneer hamlet 
in NE quarter of NE quarter of § 31• P#0# "Smay- 

ville" 14 April 1886 to 28 July 1886# Also as 
"Smaysville•" Sherman Tp# [Allen1 :204 (as "Smays¬ 
ville"), Goodspeed:424, IPHS, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Smithfield (or Smithville) — For James C. Smith, an 
early settler, who had a mill on Long Dick Creek# 
Laid out in 1854, north of mill, in central part of 
§ 18# Howard Tp. [Allenl:54,65 (as "Smithfield"), 
Goodspeed:107,114,125-126 (as "Smithville") and 191 
(as "Smithfield"), Mott5, Payne:49 (as "Smith¬ 
ville")] 

Story [1] — For the county [q.v#]# Located at or 
near Sunset [q.v#], east of Zearing# P.O# 23 Sep¬ 
tember 1877 to 20 March 1878 (changed to Sunset). 
Lincoln Tp# [IPHS, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Story [2] — Railroad name for Story City [q.v#]# 
"City" added in 1907# [SCH:5, Stennett:127] 

Story City — For the county [q.v#]. The original 
town of Fairview [q.v#] was laid out in 1855, 
whereas Story City was laid out in 1878# However, 
the Fairview p.o# was named Story City in 1856, 
because there was another p.o# called Fairview in 
Jones Co# (1843-1904)# When Story City was plat¬ 
ted, Fairview 1 s businesses moved over to be closer 
to the railroad coming through the new town, and, 
in 1881, the two towns were incorporated as one# 
Cf. Story [2] and Turtle Creek. P.O# 29 November 
1856 to present# Lafayette Tp# [Coltonl, Good- 
speed: 202-204, IPHS, Stennett:127] 

Summit — Descriptive name, perhaps in remembrance of 
an older town# Located in SE quarter of § 21 • P.O. 





23 June 1894 to 15 August 1901. Lafayette Tp* 
[Harder:530, IPHS, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Sunset — Descriptive name* Located in SE quarter of § 
17* P*0* 20 March 1878 to 19 January 1881 (former¬ 

ly Story)* Lincoln Tp* [Cram, Harder:531, IPHS, 
Mott5, Ramsey] 

Turtle Creek — Uncertain* Nickname for Story City 
[q*v*]* Lafayette Tp* [Stennett:149] 

Willow Grove P*0* — Descriptive name for a grove of 
willow trees* Located in SE quarter of § 26* P*0* 

6 February 1871 to 21 April 1879* Lafayette Tp* 
[Andreas:81, IPHS, Mott5, Ramsey] 

Zearing — For William Mitchell Zearing (1824-1899), 
of Chicago, jurist* Allegedly, a sewing machine 
salesman told the pioneers that if they would name 
the town for his brother. Judge Zearing of Chicago, 
he was certain that the judge would give the town a 
gift* (The Zearing family actually owned land in 
the township, although no one named Zearing ever 
lived there.) Zearing gave the union church (later 
the Bethel Evangelical Church) a bell in November 
1883, which was ruined in a fire in February 1902* 
Laid out in October 1881, on the Edward G* Richard¬ 
son farm, although the railroad had wanted to build 
a station on the Charles Hurst farm* The railroad 
named the station Ashurst [q.v*]* The name Ashurst 
was on the depot for a period of time after the 
town was officially named Zearing* P*0* 20 December 
1881 to present (formerly Illinois Grove in Mar¬ 
shall Co*)* Lincoln Tp* [Allen1:169, Feel, Fee2, 
Goodspeed:218, Grimm, IPHS] 

Zumwalt Station — Uncertain* Once a depot on Fort 
Dodge, Des Moines and Southern Railway* Originally 
known as Bowman's Crossing [q.v*]* Built in late 
1920s, and used by College of Agriculture* Pur¬ 
chased by Ames in 1967; now in Railroad Park in 
southwest Ames* Washington Tp* [ADT] 
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